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PPS RECORDS FOR 
150 LLOYD AVENUE 

PLAT 10, LOT 422 
 

SARAH M. AND JOHN W. TILLINGHAST HOUSE 
Built 1904 

 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
150 Lloyd Avenue is a contributing building within the College Hill National Historic 
Landmark District (listed on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in 
the inventory as the “J.W. Tillinghast House (after 1903).” 
 
The house is also located within the College Hill Historic District Overlay Zone, a local 
historic district designated by the City of Providence.  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 10 identifies 150 Lloyd Avenue, located at the northwest 
corner of Thayer Street, as Lot 422.  The lot measures 80 feet on Lloyd and 145.775 
feet on Thayer, for a total area of 11,662 sq.ft. 
 
Chain of title card for AP 10, Lot 422 – THAYER STREET: 
 
Thomas L. Halsey Estate, held in trust by Alvyn V. Dike, owned the property as of 
 August 1, 1854. 
Thomas L. Halsey Estate owned the property as of January 2, 1899. 
William and Thomas F. Gilbane owned the property as of March 1, 1900. 
Susan A. Monroe owned the property as of June 1, 1901. 
Sarah M. Tillinghast owned the property as of November 2, 1903. 
Fannie M. Tillinghast owned the property as of November 2, 1908. 
Henry W. Sackett owned the property as of November 1, 1915. 
Mary H. Sackett, widow of Henry W., owned the property as of April 1934. 
Ralph H. Hankins and wife Elsie B. Hankins owned the property as of December 1954. 
Hayden L. Hankins and Sarah B. Hankins (1/4 interest), J.T. Hankins and Ralph L. 
 Hankins and Suzanne W. Hankins (1/4 interest), and J.T. Hankins and Ralph H. 
 Hankins (1/2 interest) owned the property as of January 21, 1983.  (Refers to  
 Deed Book 1241/Page 691 and 523.) 
William M. Wexler and Carolyn A. Wexler owned the property as of April 2, 1984. 
 (Refers to DB 1258/311.) 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owner is Deborah A. 
Zaki of 150 Lloyd Avenue. 
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Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed sometime between 1895 and 1908.  
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by Everts and Richards, plate 29, shows three 
lots at or near the northwest corner of Lloyd Avenue and Thayer Street, which represent 
the single lot on which the house at 150 Lloyd Avenue stands today.  The vacant corner 
lot, where the house would later be constructed, measures 5,649 sq.ft., with about 50 
feet of frontage on Lloyd and 113 feet on Thayer Street.  Abutting to the north is a 3,855 
sq.ft. lot with a house numbered 344 Thayer (no longer extant); combined with the 
corner lot, the total land area is 9,504 sq.ft.  The remaining 2,158 sq.ft. of the current 
property was later acquired from another vacant 5,000 sq.ft. lot to the west of the corner 
lot (fronting on Lloyd).  No owner names are indicated.  (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 6, shows three 
differently configured lots at or near the northwest corner of Lloyd Avenue and Thayer 
Street.  The corner lot now measures 3,957 sq.ft. - with about 50 feet of frontage on 
Thayer and 80 feet on Lloyd  - and contains this house, with the address 340 Thayer 
Street.  Its owner is identified as Sarah M. Tillinghast.  (Note that the house is depicted 
as wood-frame, although its footprint matches the current brick building.) Two additional 
houses stand on separate lots (3,850 and 3,855 sq.ft.) immediately to the north, 
numbered 344 and 352 Thayer, respectively.  Both of the additional lots were later 
acquired (and the houses demolished) to create the current lot of 11,662 sq.ft for 150 
Lloyd Ave. (Archives) 
 
1921/1950: “Sanborn Insurance Co. Maps,” Vol. 2, Plate 10, shows that the houses at 
344 and 352 Thayer Street were demolished, and their lots merged with the corner lot 
occupied by 150 Lloyd Avenue, sometime between 1921 and 1950.   
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Issuance of this permit does not seem to prove that the house was actually built in 1901 
by Susan Monroe, as she is not listed in city directories as a Providence resident - nor 
does the address of the house appear - in 1901, 1902, or 1903. 
 
Permit #14536, dated June 13, 1901, for construction of a house at the northwest 
corner of Thayer Street and Lloyd Street, to a builder (name illegible) on behalf of Mrs. 
Susan A. Monroe. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
The reference to “improvements” on the land in the 1903 deed may indicate that the 
house was under construction at the time of Sarah Tillinghast’s purchase, but 
directories (see below) indicate that it was not occupied until 1904.  It is not clear why 
the 1908 deed also refers only to “improvements” (and not “buildings and 
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improvements”), when other sources indicate that the house was indeed standing as of 
1904.   
 
Deed Book 454/Page 443:  On July 14, 1903 Susan A. Monroe, widow, of Providence 
sold to Sarah M. Tillinghast of Providence, for $10, a lot of land “with improvements 
thereon,” bounded by Thayer Street on the east (50.2 feet) and Lloyd Avenue on the 
south (80 feet).  The deed notes that this lot comprised part of the land conveyed to 
William Gilbane and Thomas F. Gilbane by deed from Pedro del Valle Halsey etal (DB 
429/157, October 31, 1899), and was the same property conveyed to the grantor by 
deed from the Gilbanes (DB 438/417, May 15, 1901).  
 
Deed Book 495/Page 223:  On May 1, 1908 Sarah M. Tillinghast, widow, of Providence 
sold to Fannie M. Tillinghast of Providence, for $10, a lot “with improvements thereon,” 
with the same boundaries as described in DB 454/443 (to which this deed refers).   
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory (listing all existing streets), and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name, beginning in 1850.  From 
1892-1894 city directories also included a section listing residential buildings by street 
address, later separately published as a House Directory.   
 
1903  Tillinghast, John W., manager 21 and 23 Pine Street, home 51 South  
  Angell Street.  
 
1904  Tillinghast, John W., manager 21 and 23 Pine Street, home 150 Lloyd 
  Avenue 
 
  R.I. News Co., periodical dealers, 21 and 23 Pine Street 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the City Directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901) and list all residential buildings by street 
address.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory. 
 
1903  Neither address 150 Lloyd Avenue or 340 Thayer Street appears. 
 
1905  150 Lloyd Avenue: J.W. Tillinghast, manager  
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   March 2009 
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